Being a Responsible Pet Owner

Be a Good Neighbor
Keep your neighborhood and our Community Clean, Healthy and Safe!!
Domestic pets are completely dependent on owners for their welfare so being a responsible pet owner is
much more than just providing adequate water, food and shelter for your pet.
Spay or neuter your pets. There are far too many homeless animals without adding to the problem.
Keep an identification tag on your pet... it is your pets ticket back home. Dogs and cats require Annual
License Tags!! (First offence for failing to license is $75.00) Micro chipping is good too, but an external tag is
essential. It could mean the difference of your neighbor returning your pet to you or turning him into the
pound.
Keep your pets on a leash or in a fenced-in yard when outdoors and do not let them wander the neighborhood
or get out of your sight. (First offence for pets running at large is $80.00)
Control your dog’s barking. Excessive barking so that it disturbs someone is considered and offence. (First
offence for barking disturbance is $100.00)
Don’t forget the bag!!
It’s our Community too. Respect Others, and Be Respected
Help us love your pet!

Pick up after your pet right away. It is the Law! No one wants to step in or smell that "gift" your pet left behind. Not
picking up after your pet is also an offence. If you are not willing to be responsible for your pet as is required in any
community, you should not own one. (First Offence for failing to pick up after your pet is $100.00)

First impressions are extremely important. We want people who visit our community to be enthusiastic to return, but to
do that; we must all work together and keep it clean on a year round basis.
We thank you in advance for your co-operation.
Town of Bashaw

The Scoop on Poop
Top Ten Reasons to Pick Up After Your Dog
Every responsible dog owner agrees... picking up after your dog is a MUST. No matter where or when it occurs, there is
NO excuse for not scooping the poop. So here are 10 reasons why EVERY dog owner MUST be responsible for picking
up EVERY TIME.
1. It's the law. Just like littering, it's unlawful NOT to pick up after your dog, and your violation is subject to fine.
2. It's common courtesy. Cleaning up after your dogs shows respect for our neighbours and our community. Only
irresponsible dog owners leave their dog's poop for others to look at, step in or clean up.
3. Dog Poop is unhealthy. Abandoned dog poop can host diseases and/or parasites which can infect other dogs that
come into contact with it, or be transmitted to people who accidentally step in it and track it home. Particularly at risk, of
course, are children who play on the ground.
4. Dog Poop bio-degrades slowly. Some people think it's okay to leave dog poop because it will break down naturally.
However, the biodegration process is very slow, and, especially in places where the dog population is high, abandoned
dog poop can accumulate faster than it breaks down.
5. It's not fertilizer! In fact, poop impedes landscaping efforts. Leaving dog poop encourages other dogs to mark that
spot (by urinating over the previous dog's scent): poop left on the grass contributes to the problem of "nitrogen burn."
6. Dog Poop pollutes the water. Dog feces contains high levels of nutrients, like nitrogen and phosphorus, which
actually pollute the water. These nutrients feed and stimulate the growth of algae in water bodies in much the same way
as fertilizers help lawns to grow. This can cause the water body to become depleted in oxygen, making it less healthy for

fish and large levels of growth can impede recreational and aesthetic value of water as well. Cleaning up after your dog is
environmentally responsible. And please don't dispose of dog poop in storm drains: storm drains are a direct conduit to
our rivers!
7. Dog Poop is unsightly. Everybody knows that. It's disgusting. Pick it up.
8. Dog Poop tops the list of complaints against dogs. More than dog aggression, nuisance barking or unsupervised
dogs, most complaints against dogs are about people not cleaning up after their dogs.
9. Dog Poop makes dog owners look bad. Dog Poop is the number one reason for negative public sentiment against
dogs. Every time you don't pick up after your dog, you are giving one more reason for others to dislike dogs and dog
owners.
10. Your actions set an example for others. When you pick up after your dog, you are part of the solution! And your
actions will help convey the message that it's the right thing to do.
Many people even carry extra bags to offer to others as a subtle and neighbourly hint that cleaning up after our dogs is
what responsible dog owners do.
More and more people are taking it upon themselves to pick up "orphan poop." These people are truly ambassadors. You
can set a good example, too. If you see orphan poop, pick it up with one of those extra bags you are carrying. Nothing like
picking up somebody else's cold poop, but what a message it sends to others! Your actions will encourage others to do
the same, and soon, this will be a non-issue, because everybody will simply pick up without giving it a second thought.
It's up to each of us to do our part in keeping Bashaw clean and poop-free. Make sure you carry bags with you. In fact, carry extras
and offer them to dog owners who aren't prepared or may not yet be educated about the importance of picking up after their dogs.
Spread the word that Poop Destroys Our Good Reputation as Responsible Dog Owners!

